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PAGE 01 BEIRUT 03760 061652Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /026W 

033633 061654Z/44 

Z O 061630Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 8579 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
UQMKW/AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 7125 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3760 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINT, LE, IS, SY 

SUB J : RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT SARKIS - UK APPROACH 

1 . BRITISH AMBASSADOR WAKEFIELD INFORMED DCM AT 1800 HOURS 
LOCAL JULY 6 THAT HE HAD JUST CALLED PRESIDENT SARKIS, ON 
INSTRUCTIONS OF THE FOREIGN OFFICE, AND URGED THAT PRESIDENT 
SARKIS NOT TAKE PRECIPITANT ACTION. SARKIS RESPONDED THAT HE 
WOULD REFLECT FOR A FEW MORE HOURS. 

2. WAKEFIELD SAID THAT HE THOUGHT PRESIDENT SARKIS WAS 
WAITING TO SEE 

WHAT SUPPORT WOULD COME IN AND REMARKED THAT THERE 
WERE "QUITE A FLOCK OF PEOPLE" AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN 
BAABDA. WAKEFIELD ALSO SAID HE WAS LEAKING FACT OF HIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DEMARCHE TO REUTERS. PARKER 
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